Injuries to the brachial plexus occurring under general anaesthesia have been described since the close of the last century. 
has drawn attention to the major part played by drag on the nerve cords in the causation of these paralytic lesions, either by separation of the two points of attachment of the plexus in the neck and arm, or by deviations in the course of the plexus entailed by the relative position of the head and arm. Telford and Mottershead (1947) , by careful studies at operation and 011 cadavers, came to the conclusion that in abduction of the arm with the shoulder retracted the clavicle can press the neurovascular bundle against the scalenus medius muscle, and can, in certain circumstances, cause symptoms. I'lagg (1944) and Lundy (1942) 
